
Student Design Symposium 

2019 SYMPOSIUM SUMMARY 
 
The inaugural Student Design Symposium was held on Friday, March 28, 2019 on the IU Bloomington Campus in 
Student Building Room (SB) 015. In collaboration with Indiana University Student Government (IUSG), students were 
invited to an afternoon design workshop and conversation about the future of Indiana University's learning 
spaces.This following serves as a summary of the event and its results and includes: 
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Event Agenda 
 
12:30 pm Lunch and Mosaic overview 
 
1:00 pm Introductions and discussion about favorite spaces 
 
1:20 pm Review of inspiration images 
 
1:40 pm Begin design scenario and planning 
 
2:20 pm Groups share, discuss, and modify as desired 

 
2:40 pm Conclusions and takeaways from the day 
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Students’ Favorite Spaces on Campus 
 
Before beginning to design new spaces, students were asked to share their favorite spaces on campus. Participants shared their 
location(s) as well as why the space had become a favorite for them. 
 
 

GRASSY SPACES 
SECLUDED CAMPUS AREAS 

  GISB  
ATRIUM 

  IMU  
FIREPLACE SEATS  

Reminds me why I chose IU and what 
makes our campus special.    Windows and natural light all around.    Very calm. Easy to sit down and 

read/study. 

PUBLIC HEALTH  
COMPUTER LAB 

  GISB  
2ND FLOOR STUDY ROOMS 

  IMU  
LOUNGE NEXT TO STARBUCKS 

It is very empty and quiet. Right next 
to my instructor’s office.    Windows and natural light, but also, 

private.   Comfortable, large tables, windows, 
dark wood, fireplace. 

WINDOWS 
ANYWHERE WITH WINDOWS 

  GISB  
3RD FLOOR COUCH LOUNGE 

  FINE ARTS  
LIBRARY 

Natural light is really important.    Open and comfortable, not crowded.    It is quiet and has a small coffee shop 
next door. It’s also in the art museum 

which makes it feel special. 

    KELLEY SCHOOL 
CAREER SERVICES  

MULTIPURPOSE ROOMS 

   

    Serves multiple functions (class 
space, organization space, 

recruitment). 
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Design Scenario Inspiration Images 
COMPUTER LAB SPACES AND STUDENT REACTIONS 
These images were presented to the computer lab design groups to inspire their brainstorming and subsequent designs. 

 
SPACE A: STUDENT REACTIONS 

○ Dislike that students have to turn all the way around to see the instructor. Could we change direction of the 
tables to help address this? 

○ It is a really nice option to use either laptop or desktop - very great design. Also nice that desktops pop out, 
because the screens are lower so you can actually see the instructor and other students. 

○ This would be better choice for group projects than most computer labs.  
○ We really like the extra space on the side to take notes, lay out books or papers, etc. 
○ I like that there are whiteboards AND screens, for both instructor and student use.  

 

SPACE B: STUDENT REACTIONS 
○ Love the couch. It is a nice break from computer work. 
○ What’s in the middle of the square? Is there a purpose? 
○ It looks like the desktops go down into the desk - if so, that would be nice to allow for normal desk work, or 

use of a personal laptop.  
○ Good place for sport analytics. 
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SPACE C: STUDENT REACTIONS 
○ Amazing colors. Makes the space exciting.  
○ Love the window space - room for natural light. Might be difficult with computer screens, but still super nice.  
○ Swivel chairs are a big plus. 
○ Don’t love desktop Macs. Might be difficult for people who don’t use them? The same argument could be 

made for computer labs with PC, but that’s what we’re used to.  
○ Purple curvy desk in the middle is cool, and has a fun design, but seems kind of pointless?  
○ Table in the back seems nice. Has laptop space, and one could sit down in a small group or with a professor to 

talk through something. 
 

SPACE D: STUDENT REACTIONS 
○ Upper monitors are nice.  
○ Looks more like an office than a classroom.  
○ A lot of space to collaborate, which is nice. Might be nice for newspaper or yearbook staffs. Could also be nice 

for group projects, but two teammates are isolated on either side of the table, which might be tricky.  
○ Difficult for answering questions, or asking questions of the instructor. And is there no physical space for an 

instructor to write? 
○ Not very much desk space if students need space to take physical notes, use a book, etc. 
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INFORMAL STUDENT STUDY SPACES AND STUDENT REACTIONS 
These images were presented to the informal study spaces group to inspire their brainstorming and subsequent designs. 
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SPACE A: STUDENT REACTIONS 
○ We like the different types of seating and the different table heights. 
○ Do not like that the couch type chairs do not have as much work space with shared tables. 
○ Would prefer larger windows, more natural light. 
○ 4 person tables are tough in a study space because they allow 1 person to take over the entire space. 
○ The tables need outlets (lots of them) and why not make the tables whiteboards for more writing surface? 

 

SPACE B: STUDENT REACTIONS 
○ Not really a study space, seems more like a Netflix hangout. 
○ This space would allow for small, informal work or eating. 
○ The tall chairs stink, especially with low backs! 
○ The grey in this space is depressing. 

 

SPACE C: STUDENT REACTIONS 
○ The middle whiteboard wall is a great idea. Also provides for some separation. 
○ Chairs with wheels are very important, although these chairs don’t look comfy. 
○ Like that windows/natural light was able to be incorporated into the space. 
○ The amount of outlets is fantastic. Not only on the wall with screens, but also low in the whiteboard area. 
○ The informal seating is minimal, would like to see more. Confused about the circular things… seats? 

 

SPACE D: STUDENT REACTIONS 
○ Weird chairs with low tables. Not functional for working/studying at all. End up as foot rests. 
○ Like the skylights. Goo alternative to getting natural light into the space if windows are not an option. 
○ We like how each space has its own defined flooring, helping to separate and define spaces. 
○ Do not like the monitors. No one wants to connect their device in a shared space like that for work. Focus 

booths with the monitors are more useful, but not in public spaces like this. 
 

SPACE E: STUDENT REACTIONS 
○ We like the large work stations on the right in the image. Although this space would be really hard for group 

project space. 
○ The green seating is impractical, gives no place to sit and the low coffee tables end up becoming foot rests. 

What do we do with a table that people put their feet on? 
○ Really like the openness of the space. 
○ This is less of an informal study space and more of a ‘stop between classes’ space 

SPACE F: STUDENT REACTIONS 
○ Great idea! But the seating needs to be booths and tables with wheels. 
○ Love the windows! 
○ It feels warm. This is the happiest color scheme we have seen. 
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Design Scenario Prompt 
 
After reviewing the classroom designs for inspiration, each group was given the following prompt to guide their 
brainstorming and subsequent designs.  
 
 
Prompt: 
 
You have been awarded an unlimited budget to redesign the learning space of your choice. Money is no object as you 
brainstorm and envision this space.  

Also, your learning space will be built in a new, soon to be designed building. AND you have been granted as much 
space in whatever size or arrangement you require. So, space (like money) is not a concern.  

While you might be inspired from some of the spaces that have been shared with you, think about how else you might 
conceive of your space. Don't worry if your ideas might seem improbable or impractical. This is where students get to 
play with space design and inspire future designs across Indiana University, so think BIG!!!  

What we need from you: 

1. Drawings of your learning space (in your Jamboard space). Provide us an overhead image and draw any 
additional perspectives of your design that you wish to highlight. Feel free to utilize multiple “boards” for your 
drawings.  

2. Descriptions:  
a. A brief description of your space (in Google Docs). Three to five sentences describing your space. (This 

will also be added to your Jamboard for context.) 
b. Three key design concepts that inspire your design. Describe how your drawing realizes those design 

concepts.  
c. Additional information. You have plenty of space to write; please provide any additional information you 

might wish to share with us about your space. You can record these thoughts in additional google docs, 
“brainstormed” notes in additional space on your Jamboard, or whatever works for your group. 
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Group Responses| Computer Lab 
 Image(s) and design concepts for the COMPUTER LAB classroom 

 
 

 
1. Describe your space in two to three sentences: 

 
This space has tables that seat four, all with fun swivel chairs. It would also be nice to maybe have seats that 
are workout balls as an option. Each table of four has desktop computers that go back into the table (similar to 
design images A and B), so students have the choice to use a desktop or laptop at the space. One wall will be 
entirely white board, top to bottom. The back wall will (bottom of design image) be all windows, allowing for 
natural light, but there will also be an ability to make the windows translucent and turn them into whiteboards. 
This will be a great space for multiple group projects to be going on, but for groups to get up from their desks 
and actually use an entire wall to map ideas without any worry for space. 

 

2. Below, list and describe the three key design concepts for group’s version of a computer lab. Describe how your 
final drawings realize those design concepts.  

 
1. Window wall with multiple functions of letting in natural light while also providing space for students to 

work and collaborate on big ideas.  
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2. The ability for monitors to go into the table for a flat working surface for either writing/collaborating or a 
student to use their own device.  

3. Charging for students is a must. We usually have, at minimum, 2 devices on us at all times and need a 
way to charge these devices if we are going to be using them in class. 

 
Discussion Notes: Notes taken from the group presentation and discussion  

● Natural light is incredibly important. It is difficult for students to be creative when in a basement room with no 
windows that ends up getting overheated because of all the computer equipment. 

● Versatility of space would be really nice. Sometimes computers just aren’t needed and during those times, the 
monitors especially, are getting in the way of the good work we want to do. 

 

 

10 



Annual Student Design Symposium, 2019 

Group Responses| Combination Computer Lab/Lecture 
 Image(s) and design concepts for the COMBINATION COMPUTER LAB/LECTURE HALL classroom 
 

 
1. Describe your space in two to three sentences: 

 
A white board that covers the back wall with a drop down screen for projecting capabilities. Rows of tables 
curving inward toward the presenter. The tables have the built in pop up desk tops that students can choose to 
utilize or close to put their own laptop on. There is plenty of space in between computers for students to lay out 
their notes and collaborate on assignments. The desks have outlets between every other set of students. There 
are comfy swivel chairs at all the tables. The tables are set up in rows and offset by a couple of steps to create 
levels and optimum viewing to the board. 
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2. Below, list and describe the three key design concepts for group’s version of a computer lab. Describe how your 
final drawings realize those design concepts.  

 
1. The ability for monitors to go into the table for a flat working surface for either writing/collaborating or a 

student to use their own device.  
 

2. Plenty of outlets at each student desk for charging multiple devices. 
 

3. Versatility of space. Can be a lecture hall, can be a computer lab, and can easily transition between the 
two.  

 
Discussion Notes: Notes taken from the group presentation and discussion  

● Computer labs must be able to serve multiple purposes. Even in the classes where we are learning about 
computer software or technologies, we don’t use the computers 100% of the time. And those times when we 
aren’t using them, they are in the way. Most computer labs don’t have space for both the computer/keyboard 
and also space for a book or notebook. 

● We included the tables in between rows for group work to occur when not at the computers. Important to be 
able to step away from the screens.  

● Outlets are a huge part of the design and should be considered in EVERY room. 
● Whiteboards are really great group collaboration spaces. We love whiteboards. 
● Make sure the instructor has plenty of space to write. If it’s only a small space, they will write and erase before 

I’m ready for them to move on. There has to be space to write and leave it before needing to erase to write more.  
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Group Responses| Informal Study Space 
 Image(s) and design concepts for the INFORMAL STUDENT STUDY space 

 
 

1. Describe your space in two to three sentences: 
 
Our space is based off of the image with the wooden stair design as a studying space. We chose the staircase 
style with windows because we all liked the concept of an open and informal study space with lots of natural 
light. The booths and the chairs are to provide multiple options for students to choose from. The most attractive 
part of this area is the fact that it’s not extremely sectioned off to the point where you feel isolated. We chose to 
not add monitors because this space is meant for individual working rather than group projects and so most 
students will be using their own laptops. The glass dividers can be slightly shaded so that they can be used for 
writing notes and brainstorming ideas. We want light and warm colors to make the space more inviting and not 
depressing. 

General Overview of Design 
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Detailed View of Seating in Design 

 
 

2. Below, list and describe the three key design concepts for group’s version of a computer lab. Describe how your 
final drawings realize those design concepts.  

 
1. There must be sufficient tables at desk height if it is truly intended to be a study/informal work space for 

students. Coffee table heights don’t work. 
 

2. Natural light is a must for informal spaces like this, we like the idea of the floor to ceiling windows we 
saw in inspiration image F (see page 6). 
 

3. The space is intended for individual or paired work, but not larger group work. Tables should be able to 
seat 2 people, but don’t waste the space with providing tables for 4 that one person can take over. 

 
Discussion Notes: Notes taken from the group presentation and discussion  

● Natural light is a really important design concept for us. At first, the colored squiggly lines were added to indicate 
stained glass, but we pulled back because it would be really expensive. Just glass would be nice, but maybe 
there could be some stained glass added along the top. Or creatively added throughout the wall of windows. 

● This speaks to another design concept that was really important to us, color. Most of the spaces we experience 
are grey or tan/beige. We want to see more warm colors in our spaces. Adding some stained glass features 
would help meet the natural light we desire as well as color we would like to see in spaces.  

● Outlets have to be everywhere. Most students carry at least 2 devices on them and if there’s a break between 
classes, or I’m looking to study after classes, I’m going to need a place to charge not only my laptop, but also my 
phone.  

● Put comfortable furniture in, but not the coffee tables that usually go with them. We need tables to actually 
work at. I’d rather have no table around soft furniture than coffee tables. 

● We alternated each level with the type of furniture so the space can meet multiple student needs/desires. 
● It is important in the design to have separation of space as well as not feeling secluded. We think this is 

accomplished with the glass walls that can also be used for collaboration. 
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